
Sometimes Fiction can presage the future

The Tragedy of the Lake Elsinore Advanced 
Pinaeapple Syrup (LEAPS) Project

may be such a Case ---



The Lake Elsinore
Advanced Pineapple Syrup (LEAPS)

Project*

A Tragedy in 5 Acts

*Or ...How to Build a Power Line in the Forest and become a 
hero—without making any Pineapple Syrup
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The evil Dr. L casts his spell.

DR. L

Yes, Master. We will make risky, unsecured loans 
to Nevada H for lots of money to be used on the 
LEAPS Project and we won't tell our ratepayers.

ACT 1: EVMWD Board of Directors, 2002



But Mr. Y, you'll loose your 
job if our ratepayers find 

out we've made risky loans 
and we'll ALL get the boot 

from our constituents.

But it may take years. 
We can't keep avoiding 

the transparency required 
by the Brown Act for such 

a long time!

Mr. Y: "That's great 
attorney B"

Well, I think I can figure 
out a way...

Maybe we can keep 
them from finding out 

by holding secret ad hoc 
meetings on LEAPS.

And don't anyone tell 
director H that we met

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING (Closed Session)

ACT 2: EVMWD 2002 —2006

ACT 3: 2007

It's been over five years 
now and we've made over $4 million 
in risky unsecured loans. But, we can't 

keep the secret ad hoc meetings 
going much longer. Yet we need 

more time! What can we do?

Maybe we should 
stop meeting?

NO, you fool! We need to make 
a final plan to make me rich, 

Rich, RICH!

As your loyal attorney , 
I would advise that we could 

continue to meet in secrecy if we 
tell the ratepayers that you're mad 

at us and might sue us.

So be it
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ACT 4: Later in 2008

Dr. L

Curse those fools on Wall Street! 
They will only provide financing to build the 

power lines through the forest. Because of them, 
we must abandon the Lake Elsinore Pineapple Syrup Plant. 

But you can't tell that to your ratepayers 
or they'll say it's no longer a hydrosyrup project 

and they'll try to shut it down. Yes master

Yes master
Yes

master

No we won't. We can blame it all 
on Nevada H. and threaten to sue them. Dr. L 

told me that he'll make sure Nevada H. pays us 
back the risky unsecured loans in an out-of-court 
settlement. He said that we'll all become heroes 

in the eyes of our contituents for being so 
diligent in protecting 'their' money.

Hooray for Dr. L !

BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING (Closed Session)

And don't anyone tell 
director L

ACT 5: EVMWD 2009

Now that the power lines 
are built, we'll have to break 

the news that Wall Street 
won't fund the hydrosyrup 

project

But will the evil Dr. L 
double-cross these 
giddy directors and 
keep all the money?


